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© 3. The episode reported in _ letter of 22 December, when _

left alone for a few miputes in BUZIHDV's office in the midst of a ‘pile of secret 1 3(a){4)

papers, whipped out his Minox and tried to photograph VABENTSOV 's "Theses" ' is

but the latest and most dramatic 11lugtration of a problem which has been troubling

. everyone connected with the case here for some times the collossal and. ; gver increaaing

, risks the.t vwe are pemitting I to take in the pursuit and transmittal of

docmnentary intelligence. Another good illustration is the 420 page manual on atemic
weapons which we recently requested _ to obtein, and ghich now looks as ifit
: will be of no more than marginal -ntereet. _Ovr frequent admonitions to — to

be careful, to think first and foremost of his own security, to meet _ less

. often, etc.,etc, == in the context of our simultaneous requeste to hh:q: reteke |

Pe 18 of this, bp. 11-13-15 of that, and pp., 1-420 of the other = are of a

.‘ "stop it, I 1am it nature, and have clearly been interpreted by _ inAthi e

vein. : o I T

2. It is clea:r that the great dangers to the operation in its present stage 1ie

in the frequent_ggﬁétings with [ and — photographic endeavoure s the 1 3(&)(4)

two being of éourse largely interdependent. It should be sui‘ficient to note that
11 - (Oct 20 710 Jéu 5 nelvhvt)

— has hed meetingswith M in the past 22 weeks, and that she has gone
L luThis Seme peried, I s p..u.".l 27 rolls of ¢ilm.

to the meeting site on several other occasions. These risks are not e oonstant factor :ln

our operational equation; they increase geonetrically with the regularity and -

| frequency of the meetings and the amount of material photographed andaps,ssed.

'?. It should be noted trat just becauge these risks were justified at one ata,ge

in the operation, does not mean that they e.re neeeesary now. \ The foliowing i‘actors

deserve eoneideration:
a) the translation backlog; g
b) the evaluation backlog: consumers have not had a ohance to
properly digest the documents already provided, (It seems to me that it's entirely possible

that we have already reached a point of diminishing returns on some of the artic]:is and

manualso) I i '
p o ¢) the improvement in _ﬁi{own regorting, which“is - 13(8)(4)

. t

inmaeingly timely, specific and well-sourced.

In the light of these factors,i,t seems to me that we can well afford to call a halt . 1 3(3)(4‘
-on photography for a few motnhs;:lini':bmﬂi this will allow — to "eool off" and .

LT,
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" 4. Everything else appears to he shipshape, and future prospects are brighter

thah ever, what with NI r#se in professional stature and the avenues of

access opening up before him (e.g. KOROLENKO), A1l the more reason to examine 19?)(4)
carefully at this time whether or not ﬁe are justified in Jeopardizing this

unique gource in the interests of acquiring more military mamnuals (in thia connection,

the record shows clearly tlgat MEERERR hinself is no;t. a good judge of wﬁat risks 1‘3(3)‘4)

he can and should take).

5. It is recommended that TN ve immediately instructed to suspend all 1.3(a){4)
documentary photography until further notice, and to. condentrate on };is own reporting.. . -
It is further recommended that we reduce the scheduled meetings with NN to

once every twoo weeks,
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